CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 12 – EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS A MISSION FIELD AND MINISTRY
INTRODUCTION:
God has a unique plan for every believer’s life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) Every Christian however enters into a spiritual war the moment they give their life to Jesus Christ. The enemy, the Devil, will continually try and cause every believer to deviate away from God’s best plan and purpose for their life. Every single believer has the potential to make a profound impact on the world. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
It is as every believer fulfills their God given destiny that we see the church making a great impact in this world and the Kingdom of God expanding here on earth. Every believer has a mission field where God has placed them (which includes their workplace, neighborhood and social spheres) and a unique ministry from God. The Apostle Paul emphasized the role of those called by Jesus into the five-fold ministry offices as being to equip all Christians for the work of ministry. “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the EQUIPPING of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God.” (Ephesians 4:11-13) “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16) WORKING AS A TEAM THE BODY OF CHRIST (THE CHURCH) HAS THE POTENTIAL TO TRANSFORM CITIES. 
True purpose in life only comes from being in a close and intimate relationship with the Lord and in finding and following His plan for our life. God has chosen every Christian for a unique plan and purpose that will produce fruit that remains. Jesus Himself said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16) It is in following God’s plan for our life that we experience the abundant life that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10.
I will now share on 7 areas in relation to fulfilling God’s plan for our life.
1) THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIFE

It is so important that we seek God for His plan for our life. Without a clear God given vision for our life we can squander months and even years of our life caught up in doing things that bear no real eternal fruit. We have one gift of life to store up treasures for eternity. The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

2) MINISTERING AS A PART OF THE ENTIRE BODY OF CHRIST (BEING CONNECTED TO OTHER BELIEVERS)

God has uniquely positioned ever believer in the Body of Christ as He has chosen.  As we work together in unity with other believers we see the church making a great impact on the world. Our God given destiny will always be worked out in the context of being connected to others.  No person was ever made by God to be an island unto himself. It is as we work in unison with others that God has placed in our life, that we see our lives bearing much fruit.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3) “For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.” (Romans 12:4-5) and “But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.” (1 Corinthians 12:18-22)

3) THE IMPORTANCE OF FLOWING IN YOUR MINISTRY GIFTS

We are most effective and most anointed when we are operating in the gifts and calling that God has for our life. As we all need one another in the Body of Christ, it is so important that we are good stewards of our spiritual gifts. As Christians we need to be active in using our spiritual gifts. When we are faithful in using our spiritual gifts, we are able to both help other people come to faith in Christ and to encourage other Christians to fulfill their God given potential in Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)

4) BEING PLANTED WHERE GOD PLACES YOU (THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A SPIRITUAL HOME)

Being connected to the life of a local church fellowship is crucial if we are to fulfill our God given destiny.  In the context of a local church we can have a healthy accountability with other Christians and receive encouragement. As we connect with other believers we see God’s plan for our life unfolding. The Psalmist wrote, “Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.    (Psalm 92:13-14)

In the book of Hebrews we read, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
5) MINISTERING AND OPERATING IN GOD’S POWER AND AUTHORITY

As Christians we have been given great power and authority to enable us to make disciples of all the nations. There is great authority in the Name of Jesus. As Christians it is imperative that we are continually filled with the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18) Being baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit empowers a believer to be more effective in witnessing to the lost. (Acts 1:8) The Bible makes it clear that God’ strength is made perfect in our weakness and that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. (Philippians 4:13) As we learn to yield to God He is able to minister powerfully through us. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.” (1 Thessalonians 1:5)
When Philip preached in the city of Samaria many people believed and were healed and set free. As a result there was great joy in that city. (Acts 8:4-8) Every believer has been given the authority to cast out demons in the name of Jesus and to lay hands on the sick so that they will recover. Miracles and healings are often the means through which people come to faith. As believers we need to learn to put our trust in the Lord and to step out by faith to pray for the sick and for people with needs. Depending on the Holy Spirit is the key to effective ministry. Jesus Himself operated in the power of the Holy Spirit. In the book of Acts we read, “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)

Jesus Himself said, “And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)

6) THE IMPORTANCE OF SERVING OTHERS (HAVING THE RIGHT MOTIVATION)

Whilst ministering in power is a great sign to others of the ability of Jesus to change lives and that He truly is the resurrected Son of God, we must never lose sight of the importance of walking in love towards others. The Apostle Paul make it clear that even though we may have faith to move mountains, but have not love it profits us nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:2) Being a servant in all that we do for the Lord is a key to greatness in God’s Kingdom. Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28) God’s ways are totally different to mans. Jesus said if you give your life away you will find it. It is as we give our life away to follow God’s plan for our life that our lives begin to bear much fruit. Jesus Himself said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
7) CONTINUALLY MAINTAINING A KINGDOM PERSPECTIVE FOR LIFE (STORING UP ETERNAL TREASURES)

We must not allow the temporal things of this life to take our attention away from what really matters in life. At the end of our life, it is only what we have done in respect to eternity that will really matter. Have we loved people and helped people to come to Christ to receive the gift of eternal life. How important it is that we continually set our minds on things above. (Colossians 3:2)  Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to maintain a Kingdom focus in life. (Proverbs 29:18) Living with eternity in mind is crucial if our lives here on earth are going to influence many others to come to Christ and if our lives are going to bear much eternal fruit. Jesus Himself said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

The Apostle John wrote, “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17) 
